
 

Dear Friends and Supporters of SSI, 

     We are celebrating the end of our fifth year and 
in many ways it has been our “best” year. Through 
each of you we have seen His wonderful supply 
and are confident that He will continue to supply 
what is needed.  This year has been a year of 
recovery from my illness that was nearly unto 
death in the summer of 2010. I see God’s 
extension as a renewed call to carry on until He 
comes or calls me home.  

     Our first trip was to Ukraine in May. The 

attendees were small in number, forty two to be 

exact, but very committed and encouraged by our 

presence and by one another. Many gave 

testimonies as to what God has done in their lives. 

Here is an example from Sergie and Lidmila: “God 

knows what we need for spiritual growth. That is why 

the lectures that were taught by Stephen and his 

wife, Connie, touched our hearts in such a special 

way. God reminded us about humiliation, about our 

life by spirit but not by flesh. He reminded us about 

the distance that we have started and how we have 

to finish it, as well as many other things. We had a 

chance to meet many nice families that became a 

role model for us. We want to say a sincere “thanks” 

to God that He acts thru you! We pray about you and 

your families.”  

     We left Ukraine and flew on to Armenia for a 

second week of conferences. Armenia was such a 
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blessing to us. We discovered these brothers and 

sisters, as in Ukraine, to be warm and receptive. This 

conference had 110 attendees. A number of them 

have ministries that reach over into Iran and other 

countries. They take our materials and spread them 

out in their ministries. And we are promised that 

God’s Word does not return void. Psalm 55:11 “It is 

the same with my word. I send it out, and it always 

produces fruit. It will accomplish all I want it to, and 

will prosper everywhere I send it.” NLT 

     Here is the testimony of one of the participating 

couples: “Respectable guests, (Tom Chandler, Don 

Vinez, Connie and Steve) Thank you so much for 

your ministry. We are amazed at your wisdom and 

knowledge which you shared with great humility. We 

have been blessed by you and we are blessing you. 

We do believe and feel empowered that we can 

serve God in new and incredible ways. We are 

leaving this conference with ample reservoir which 

we are ready to use for us and for others.” Davit & Juliet 

     In July, Dr. Michael McCarthy and his wife 

Belinda, Connie and myself flew to Malawi. We were 

joined by Dr. Kirk Milhoan. Bishop Dimba (no formal 

education), and his son Pastor Enock, have planted 

over 650 churches in Malawi and Mozambique. We 

had nearly 500 in attendance even with the weather 

a little cold and rainy and a critical gas shortage that 

had vehicles lined up for blocks. We provided Bibles 

for the many who did not have them, giving out over 
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400 copies in their language. We also provided flip 

flops and warm coats for 250 orphaned children.  

     Here is what the Bishop wrote: “I want to thank 

you for your coming to hold family and leadership 

Conference, you are an answer to our prayers to 

send some one to help us. We are not well trained in 

the work of the Lord. We just obeyed the call to “GO 

YE”. The little we knew we just passed to others, and 

for (this reason) your coming is fulfilling. Thank you 

also for the money you gave me. It will help me to 

continue seeing the Doctor and pay X-ray for the left 

leg. The whole Conference was a great blessing. All 

the Pastors and their wives say it was an eye opener 

and we say please come again, so that we can 

continue learning and grow spiritually. The Bibles, 

food, slippers and warm clothes for children were so 

great and a blessing to us all. God bless you so much.” 

     Finally, in September Arlie Francis, Don Vinez 

and I flew to Ghana on behalf of Challenge Enterprises 

to minister to 1,000 pastors the first week and 300 

the second week. We were challenged by the 

spiritual depth of these men and women. The 

organizer, Ben Boateng wrote the following: “This 

letter comes to express our deep appreciation to you 

for being vessels of honor the Lord found useful to 

rightly divide His word to a number of Pastors in 
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Ghana. The pastors, Christian leaders and other 

participants from a cross section of the Christian 

community who attended the conference were very 

blessed by your expositions and practical delivery. 

We pray and hope to see this translated into 

improvement in their ministries and the extension of 

God’s kingdom at large. Our desire is that we will 

continue to grow in our personal knowledge of the 

Lord and become more conformed to His image. The 

more we become like Him in life, the more we will be 

able to express Him clearly. THANK YOU for your 

partnership towards the success of the Accra and 

Kumasi conferences. Indeed our gratitude to you and 

your colleagues knows no bounds. The Lord bless you.” 

 

     As we look to the New Year, we have conferences 

planned for Uganda, Croatia, Georgia and 

Tajikistan.   We also have a full conference schedule 

for 2013 and add Thailand to our list of countries 

where we have been invited to host conferences. We 

are looking for an associate who can travel with us 

and share some of the teaching load. Pray with us for 

God’s provision.  

     As we celebrate our 5th anniversary, I have 

written a booklet entitled ñA Revelation to 

Remember.ò Its about understanding and 

remembering the book of Revelation. We hope to 

have this completed and available electronically and 

then in book form after the first of the year.  

     May God richly bless you in the New Year and 

meet every need that you have. In these uncertain 

times it is good to remember “The same God who 

takes care of me will supply all your needs from his 

glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ 

Jesus.”          Philippians 4:19 NLT 

Running to the finish line,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Steve and Connie  

and the Shepherds’ Support Board 

Malawi  July, 2011 

Ghana  September,  2011 
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